
The trip will be for ten days 
and nine nights in Vietnam, (two 

in Vung Tau followed by two more 
nights in Saigon). If you wish to 
stay extra nights in Saigon before 
or after the tour, we can extend 
your booking at the same low rate 
we negotiate at the hotel.

Getting there: Don’t book your 
air travel yet in case we don’t get 
approval from government for 
safe travel to Vietnam in time for 
the planned early March 2021 
tour dates (it’s near impossible 
to get a full refund from many air-

lines). We expect to know about 
lifting of international travel re-

trip in the next issue of Holdfast 
(September issue 2020). At that 
time we will also announce the 

costs. We don’t expect any price 
rises other than those forced on 
us if the Aussie dollar remains 
low. The cost of our last tour was 
$1080 per person on a twin share 
basis. 

When it is time to book your 
air travel, rather than adding to 
the costs and travel time by forc-
ing everyone to depart from one 
city in Australia, each person will 
book and pay for their own return 
air ticket to Saigon, enabling them 

their city. The plan will be for us 
all to meet in Saigon on a spe-

Focused on Tunnel Rats, our tour will visit key areas where we operated. We will 

mine incident sites with the Tunnel Rats involved in those incidents. We will hold a 
service for our 36 fallen comrades at the memorial rock which still sits in our 1 Field 
Squadron area at Nui Dat - followed by a BBQ. We visit the recently discovered and 
restored VC base camp in the mangrove swamps of the Rung Sat Secret Zone. 
And incredibly we’ll visit a tunnel system none of us knew about north of Nui Dat, 

and the enemy caves in the Long Hai hills. And you’ll get the chance to do a nos-
talgic tour of Vungers, visiting The Flags area, the old Badcoe Club area and the 
Grand Hotel where you can have a beer, just for old time’s sake. 

taking bookings until we get the all clear for safe travel to Vietnam

Start negotiating your leave pass, 
our next tour back to Vietnam is 

going to be another ripper

“Meet you at The Flags!

Again we will honour our 36 fallen comrades with a remembrance ceremony at 
the memorial rock which still sits in our 1 Field Squadron HQ area at Nui Dat
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there the Tour begins.
-
-

rive in Saigon – this is our welcome 
drinks and dinner in a function 
room in our Saigon hotel.

What’s included in the cost
- Each guest will be met at the air-
port and transported to the hotel.
- Four nights in The Bong Sen ho-

-
fast.
- Five nights in our hotel in Vung 

- Ferry tickets Saigon to Vung Tau 
and return to Saigon via Rung Sat 
zone.
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- BBQ lunch at Nui Dat.

- All permits to visit restricted 
zones.
- Entry to scheduled tour venues.
- All wreaths for our ceremonies.
- All bus hire and driver costs.
- Cost of tour guides and inter-
preters.
- 2 tour shirts embroidered with 
your name and the Tunnel Rats 
tour logo.
- Each guest will be picked up at 
the hotel and transported to the 
airport at the end of the tour.
 All other activities, meals 
and drinks will be at our own cost. 
The following items are optional, 

-
nances for them:
- Our dinner with the NVA musi-
cians, around $25.
- Donation to buy milk and rice for 
the orphanage, around $15 each.
- Combined tip for the tour organ-
iser, tour guides, bus driver etc:  
$25 each   

 Current serving Combat 
Engineers (male and female) are 
again most welcome to join the 
tour, and several are already com-
ing. Apart from this, it’s a blokes 
only tour, with the Tunnel Rats 
welcome to have their sons and 
mates along on the trip to share 
the extraordinary experience. 

Day 1 Australia to Saigon: Guests arriving 

day will be met at the airport and transferred to 
our hotel. Welcome drinks and dinner gathering 
in the hotel function room that evening. Each 
evening our tour the Designated Boozer is open 
till late.  

Day 2 Cu Chi Tunnels tour (Optional): A guid-
ed tour just for our group, and you’ll have the 

-
let). We head back to Saigon in time for a late 
lunch. Afternoon and evening free. 

Day 3 Saigon to Vung Tau by ferry: After we 

of the afternoon and the evening is free for you 
to check out the town. 

Day 4 Baria orphanage, the Kim Long tun-
nel and the Binh Gia VC Cemetery: Then in the 
evening we will enjoy a music concert performed 

by former NVA and VC veterans, followed by a 
dinner, with the musicians as our guests. 

Day 5 Long Tan and Nui Dat: After visiting 
Long Tan we tour our old base camp at Nui Dat, 
then hold a memorial service for our fallen Tun-
nel Rat comrades at the site of our former Squad-
ron HQ, followed by a catered BBQ amongst the 
rubber trees. 

Day 6 (optional) Long Hai Hills, mine incident 
sites and meeting with former enemy mine lifters: 
We visit the VC’s base camp and old caves plus 
enter their memorial to local fallen NVA and VC. 
We then visit several mine incident sites where 
men involved in those incidents talk of what took 
place. On arrival back at our hotel we meet with 
former VC involved in lifting mines from our Bar-

Day 7 Vung Tau free day: You’ll have plenty 
of time to relax, explore Vung Tau, go shopping, 
walk along the beach or go for a nostalgic bar 
crawl with your mates.

Day 8 Ferry to Saigon via Can Gio and the 
former VC base in the Rung Sat zone: In Can 
Gio we tour a restored VC camp in the mangrove 
swamp and meet with former VC there. We then 
return to Saigon by ferry to check in to our hotel. 
The rest of the afternoon and evening are free. 

Day 9 Subterranean Saigon plus Saigon 
Highlights tour (Optional): Visit VC bunkers and 
tunnels under homes and shops used by the VC 
during the war. Plus visits to key attractions of 
the city. In the evening we have our Farewell 
drinks and dinner gathering in the hotel function 
room.

Day 10 Time to head home: Those leaving 
today will be picked up and transported to the 
airport. Some of us will stay on for an extra day 
or so to chill out.

A summary of our proposed schedule



Normally of a shy and retiring nature, current serving 
Sapper, SGT Tom Vallas (bottom right) gets into the 
spirit of things at our Designated Boozer in Saigon    
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Just a few of the highlights you can expect on the tour 
TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - EARLY MARCH 2021

At the site of the ‘Black Saturday’ mine incident 
on February 28th 1970, Peter Thorp describes 

Visit to the restored VC 
base in the Rung Sat zone

We visit  the notorious 
Long Hai hills, site of 

many grim experiences 
for the Tunnel Rats 

Following our ceremony at Nui Dat we hold a fully catered sit-down ‘BBQ 
amongst the rubber trees. And you can tour our old troop lines after lunch.  

On our visit to the orphanage at Baria we donate rice, milk products and 
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We have new options
now for you to tailor 
your own activities

 We have quite a few regu-
lars on our tours, including some 
who have been on all seven tours 
so far. Others on our tours may 
have already visited Vietnam 
several times independently with 
family. We realise there is prob-
ably a limit on how many times 
you can visit the Cu Chi Tunnels 
or Long Hai Hills etc, when Viet-

 Now, if you wish, you can 
opt out of any day’s activities (ex-
cept our remembrance service 
at Nui Dat) and arrange you own 
tour or activity. 
 Our tour operator in Viet-
nam, Mr. Ha of Asia Travel Serv-
ice has many options available  
including cooking classes, walk-

of golf, day trips to the Mekong 
Delta, market tours, foodie expe-
riences, exotic temple tours and 
much more. 
 Or you may prefer to enjoy 
a free day in Saigon or Vung Tau 
to wander the streets, eat some 
great food and visit some of the 
top bars for a cold beer or sip of 
wine. The choice is yours. 
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If you wish to pre- arrange any private trip or activity during your tour, contact Mr. Ha
by email on: nguyendanhha2009@yahoo.com.vn or by mobile on: +84 98 998 95 97

Tour the fascinating and historic Mekong Delta region

Experience some of Saigon’s  exotic Buddhist temples  

Visit Black Virgin Mountain. Once a key US communincations base, 
it’s now  a tourist attraction complete with a ‘Luge’ ride down the hill.  

Arrange a day of golf including a caddy



THE NEXT TUNNEL RATS TOUR TO
VIETNAM IS IN EARLY MARCH 2021

HEADS UP!

“GETTING A REFUND FROM THOSE MONGRELS 
AT THE AIRLINES IS HARDER THAN GETTING A 
SLOUCH HAT OUT OF A Q STORE! SO MARK THE 

TOUR IN YOUR DIARY AND WORK ON YOUR LEAVE 
 YET IN 

 
SAFE TRAVEL TO VIETNAM.”   


